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Research Aim and Relevance

Several issues in Georgia's history during the early 20th century, especially during the
Democratic Republic of Georgia (1918-1921), have long interested both Georgian and foreign
scholars. Ideological groups that emerged at the turn of the century directly influenced the
formation of the democratic state. These groups established the basis of Georgian politics and

the democratic state.

The research aims to explore the development of Georgian socio-political thought

between 1905 and 1921, and to address the following questions:

e What were the political parties fighting for?

e What role did public opinion and the social reality of the time play in their
actions?

e How and for what reasons did socio-political thinking evolve?

e And what kind of state was the first Georgian democracy seeking to build?

The study of Georgian socio-political thought from 1905 to 1921 is significant from both
theoretical and practical perspectives. During this period, the first political parties were
established, and a path of social development was formed that, for the first time in the history
of Georgian statehood, created a pluralistic and democratic state. The First Republic, with its
degree of freedom, democratic values, and civic character, remains remarkable even today in
the Georgian context. It was shaped by a society and political spectrum whose mutual

interactions defined the essence of that state.

At the same time, two of the most important events in Georgia’s modern and
contemporary history are the existence of the Democratic Republic of Georgia from 1918 to
1921 and the restoration of independence in 1991. The First and Second Republics share many
commonalities in terms of state-building and foreign relations. Democratic development, party
coexistence, the interaction between state authorities and society, the recurrence of similar
approaches, goals, and principles in international affairs, and the influence of certain features

of socio-political thought on historical processes are issues whose evaluation, analysis, and
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consideration are not only beneficial but sometimes essential for the present day. This

underlines the practical relevance of the topic.

Furthermore, this research is the first comprehensive analysis of Georgian socio-political
thought in the early 20th century. It examines the public and political ambitions that
influenced major historical events, clarifies the importance of these ideas for scholars, and

provides a solid foundation for future studies in this field.

Methodology

This study primarily aims to examine the relationship between the ideologies and
activities of Georgian political parties and broader social aspirations. To achieve this, the
research analyzes the political programs and objectives of the parties, while also closely
studying public opinion, popular demands, and the key issues that emerged from this analysis.
This allows us to assess the alignment between social and political vectors, the extent to which
public aspirations influenced the actions of political parties, and the factors shaping the

evolution of socio-political thought.

The study employs historicism, data analysis, and comparative methods, which provide
the tools to address the research questions. Finally, the research analyzes how recent Georgian
socio-political ideas were put into practice by examining their outcomes in the context of the
Democratic Republic of Georgia. This analysis focuses on the key issues that most clearly
illustrate the type of state the first Georgian democracy sought to build. This approach enables
a concrete evaluation of socio-political thought by assessing the goals and actions of the

political elite, their responsiveness to public demands, and the historical outcomes that

followed.

Scientific Novelty

Unlike previous centuries, Georgian socio-political thought in the early 20th century has

not been studied at a scholarly level. This doctoral dissertation represents the first
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comprehensive attempt to investigate the topic, offering new insights to the academic
community and laying the groundwork for future research in this area. Additionally, the study
offers a fresh and original perspective on overlooked aspects of the 1905 revolution. It delivers
an in-depth analysis of issues such as autonomy and the national question, the factors that led
to the evolution of political parties, the character of their activities, and how these aligned
with both domestic social thought and the broader international context. The research traces,
step by step, the processes that directly influenced the development of socio-political thought,

offering a cause-and-effect analysis of the secular and state-related outcomes.

In the final chapter, the dissertation presents an original examination of the conceptual
framework for building the Democratic Republic of Georgia, the vectors of social
development, the characteristics of the socio-political elite, key challenges, and historically
significant examples. The study introduces a wealth of previously unknown and highly
valuable material to scholarly discourse, drawing from archival documents and periodicals.
Among the roughly 450 sources and references used, nearly three-quarters are primary
sources, including 100 archival documents, significantly enriching the understanding of the

historical issues of the period under study.

Development of the Idea

The study develops the idea that public opinion clearly shaped the vectors of political
party activity, which in turn reflected popular demands within the political sphere. The study
argues that public opinion directly influenced the direction of political party activity, ensuring
that parties responded to popular demands. In Georgian political thought, the aspirations of
society were more influential than ideology itself. The development of socio-political thought
was significantly influenced by the international situation. Even against the backdrop of
antagonistic ideological conflicts between parties, avenues for cooperation could be found;
state interests contributed to the formation of Georgian political culture. The Democratic
Republic of Georgia was founded on the social demands and aspirations that had begun to

emerge at the start of the century. The First Republic was established according to a well-
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defined concept: it was a clearly national state, grounded in the development of a democratic

and free society.

Sources and Literature

The dissertation draws on approximately 450 sources, including 102 archival documents
and manuscripts, 195 periodical publications, 34 Georgian and foreign documentary materials
published at different times, 80 monographs, books, dissertations, and memoirs, as well as more
than 30 scholarly articles. The history of Georgian political parties has been thoroughly
studied; therefore, alongside party press and memoirs, we also used fundamental works by
Dimitri Shvelidze, Vakhtang Guruli, Merab Vachnadze, Steven Jones, Otar Janelidze, Shota

Vadachkoria, and others.

For the study of the revolution and subsequent processes, the research primarily relies
on factual material from periodical press, archival documents, and memoir literature.
Noteworthy periodicals and newspapers include /Iveria, Tsnobis Purtseli, Mogzauri, and
Amirani, among others. Contemporary journals and newspapers stand out for the depth and
variety of their information. In terms of archival material, this study relies on highly
significant and noteworthy documents obtained from the Central Historical Archive of
Georgia, specifically the folowing fonds: the Tiflis Governor’s Chancellery (Fond No. 17), the
security departments of the Caucasus and Tiflis, also known as the “Okhrana” (Fonds No. 94
and No. 95), and the Tiflis Guberniya Gendarmerie Directorate (Fond No. 153). Archival

documents and press materials complement and reinforce each other.

To study the activities of Georgian deputies in the Russian State Duma, we primarily
used the stenographic reports of the Duma sessions, published immediately after each session

and serving as primary sources on the subject.

Research on the work of the National Council of Georgia, the declaration of
independence, the first elections, and the years of the Democratic Republic was conducted
mainly based on archival documents preserved in the Historical Archive, including the

National Council (Fond No. 1836), the Election Commission (Fond No. 1834), the
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Administration of the Affairs of the Democratic Republic of Georgia (Fond No. 1861), the
Ministry of Internal Affairs (Fond No. 1863), the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Fond No. 1864),
the Ministry of Agriculture (Fond No. 1915), the Ministry of Public Education (Fond No.
1935), the Ministry of Military Affairs (Fond No. 1969), and others. Some of these documents
contain highly interesting information and details being presented in scholarly discourse for

the first time.

In addition, the periodical press has been thoroughly analyzed, and noteworthy materials
related to the research topic have been systematically collected. The issues of 1918-1921 have
long been a focus of both Georgian and foreign researchers, and as such, a diverse body of
scholarly literature exists, including studies addressing specific questions relevant to this
research. Accordingly, the dissertation incorporates data from this scholarly literature.
Memoir literature is also notable, providing valuable complementary insights; particularly
important are the recollections of Grigol Uratadze, Tengiz Zhghenti, Noe Jordania, Giorgi

Laskhishvili, Revaz Gabashvili, and others.

Structure

The dissertation comprises 223 pages. The introduction outlines the research topic,
objectives, and tasks, and discusses the content, significance, and relevance of the chosen
subject, as well as the historical period under study and the events associated with it. It also
reviews the existing state of research, along with the sources and scholarly literature on which
the study is based. The introduction concludes with an acknowledgment section, expressing

gratitude for the support received during the research process.

The dissertation consists of four chapters and thirty-four subchapters and paragraphs. Its
structure follows the objectives and tasks set out in the introduction. Each chapter is followed
by a concluding section, while at the end of the dissertation there is a comprehensive

conclusion and a list of references and literature used.

Taking into account the specificity and content of the research subject, the dissertation

is organized as follows:
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Foreword
Chapter I. The Emergence of Political Parties in Georgia
I.1. Social Democrats
[.2. Socialist Federalists
I.3. National Democrats
1.4. Socialist Revolutionaries
I.5. Anarchists
Conclusion
Chapter II. From the 1905 Revolution to the First World War
II.1. Nature and Scale of the Revolution
I1.2. Demands and Aspirations
I1.3. The “Revolution” in the Church (1905-1912)
I1.4. After the Revolution
I1.5. The Problem of Autonomy
I1.6. The “State” within the State: The Republic of Guria
I1.7. The First State Duma (1906)
I1.8. The Second State Duma (1906)
I1.9. The Third Duma (1907-1912): Internationalists Fighting for National Interests
I1.9.1. The Election
I1.9.2. In the Duma
I1.10. Opposition Outside the Duma (1907-1912)
I1.11. The Fourth State Duma (1912-1917): A Political Exam for the Federalists
I1.12. The Issue of “Khiznebr’
Conclusion

Chapter III. The New Balance of Power: Towards Independence
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III.1. National Democracy
II1.2. National Forces Abroad
II1.3. Autonomy: From Discord to Agreement
II1.4. Activities of the National Council: Unexpected Independence
Conclusion
Chapter IV. The Path of the Democratic Republic of Georgia (1918-1921)
IV.1. Under the Mantle of Neutrality
IV.1.1. International Goals
IV.1.2. Active Regional Policy
IV.2. Political Coexsistence at Home and Abroad
IV.3. The State Built by the First Georgian Democracy
IV.3.1. Main Threats and Security
IV.3.2. Agrarian Reform: The Social Democratic Solution
IV.3.3. Education: Patriotic Traits for Building the Future
IV.3.4. The National Question
IV.3.5. Public Attitudes
IV.3.6. The Framework of Georgian Democracy: The 1921 Constitution
Conclusion
Final Conclusion

Sources and Literature

Chapter I. The Emergence of Political Parties in Georgia

The first chapter examines the history, essence, political programs, and objectives of
Georgian political parties and ideological circles. Around the turn of the 19th and 20th

centuries, various ideological currents gained strength in Georgia, leading to the formation of
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several political parties and laying the foundation for a diverse and pluralistic environment.
Studying this period allows us to address the first research question: what goals did the first

Georgian political parties pursue, and where did the people fit within these goals?

During this period, socialism emerged as a particularly influential current. It intertwined
with local social realities and began to take shape as a distinct form of Georgian socialism,
which followed a unique evolutionary path. This movement prioritized class struggle and
effectively opposed the national concept promoted by public figures known since the late 19th

century as the “Tergdaleulebi,” who sought to reconcile different social classes.

The majority of ideological currents in the socio-political sphere were left-wing. Among
these, the most prominent were the Social Democrats, Socialist-Federalists, and Socialist-
Revolutionaries (SRs). On the right, the National Democrats represented the ideological line
of the “Tergdaleulebi.” Unlike socialist parties, which supported class struggle, the National

Democrats advocated for the reconciliation and unification of all social classes.

Georgian Social Democrats and SRs aligned themselves with their respective Russian
counterparts, which integrated them into the broader political movements across the Russian
Empire. Only the Federalists established an independent Georgian party. While generally
holding leftist positions, the Federalists aimed to position themselves as the most right-leaning

faction of the left wing, thereby adopting a more nationally oriented approach.

Notably, in both theoretical and practical terms, all parties placed central importance on
the interests of ordinary working people. Parties connected their activities to the fight against
social injustice, with the primary goal of protecting people’s rights and improving their living
conditions. Even the most right-leaning parties limited their political programs to the
autonomy of Georgia. The demand for full independence, despite Georgia being a country
occupied by Russia, and the fact that this struggle, alongside social issues, was a response to

violent subjugation, was still associated with separatism.

Attempts to find common ground among Georgian political forces at this stage largely
failed. Moreover, the confrontation between the left and right wings reached the level of

complete antagonism. Social Democrats, oriented toward class struggle, considered the
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reconciliation of social classes impossible. They subordinated the national question to social
and economic problem-solving, unlike the Federalists and National Democrats, who

approached political activity under the banner of national interests.

Additionally, for the Social Democrats, autonomy in a context of weak social
development was a means of maintaining the dominance of the noble elite. The resulting
confrontation escalated into mutual recriminations. The publicist wars between ideological
camps labeled the autonomists as defenders of feudal interests, while Social Democrats were

branded as internationalists.

Chapter II. From the 1905 Revolution to the First World War

The second chapter focuses on the period from 1905 to the outbreak of the First World
War. It examines public opinion and provides a detailed analysis of societal aspirations, popular
problems, and demands. After studying these issues, the dissertation analyzes the alignment
between public opinion and political party activity, their place in social life, and the factors
shaping political action. This allows us to address the next research questions: what role did
public opinion and social reality play in political activity, and how and why did socio-political

thought develop?

The events of this period offer the clearest and most tangible means to study these
questions. Investigating the causes and nature of the 1905 revolution provides a vivid picture
of the aspirations present in society, the issues that concerned the people, and the struggles
they engaged in. A thorough study of this period also enables an assessment of political party

activity, which evolved both during and after the revolution.

The revolutionary movement of 1905 spread widely across Georgia. Social inequality,
economic policy, and national oppression generated public dissatisfaction and laid the
groundwork for revolution. The activities of political parties gave this protest a relatively
organized form, blending social and political vectors. The scale of the popular revolution

shifted Georgian Social Democrats from idealistic approaches to a realistic orientation, placing
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them at the forefront of the workers’ and peasants’ movement and significantly increasing

their prestige and influence.

The shared aspirations for which the people struggled encompassed nearly every aspect
of life and were uniform across Georgia. People demanded the privatization of land, social
equality, democratic governance, fair taxation, and the protection and freedom of their
language and national identity. Intense class struggle was one of the main characteristics of
the revolution. The government was so detached from the people that it clearly defended the
interests of landowners in this class conflict. The authorities’ disregard for popular demands
pushed society toward independence. Georgian society lacked experience in democratic
governance, and the democratic principles of the political units created in 1905 emerged from

a combination of public unity around a common goal and the natural needs of society.

After the revolution was suppressed, the center of political life moved to the State Duma,
convened by order of the Russian Emperor. Unlike other parties, Georgian Mensheviks!
enthusiastically participated in elections to all four convocations of the Duma and achieved
success in each. Their strategy of utilizing the Duma, even as a limited political arena,

strengthened them politically.

From the 1910s, the National Democrats returned to the political stage, forming alliances
around the Federalists. Support from autonomists enabled the Federalists to secure a mandate

in the Duma six years later.

The only significant difference between Menshevik and Federalist activity in the Duma
was the issue of Georgian autonomy. Federalists regarded autonomy as Georgia’s principal
political goal and as a path to resolving national problems. Social Democrats, by contrast,
maintained a more nihilistic view of autonomy, considering broad self-governance an optimal
solution. The work of the Fourth Duma was interrupted by the First World War. In response,

Federalist deputy Gelovani set aside all political goals and equated Russian support with the

! The Mensheviks were one of the factions of Social Democracy that emerged as a result of the
party split in 1903. Most Georgian Social Democrats were Mensheviks, and this movement

gained the greatest influence within Georgian society.
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defense of the homeland. In contrast, the Social Democrats opposed the imperialist war,
viewing both sides as adversaries. They remained in opposition and closest to Georgian

national interests.

Notably, the active participation of parties in the 1905 revolution and the blending of
social and political vectors directed public attention and hope toward political organizations.
During the work of various Duma convocations, Georgian deputies maintained intensive
engagement with their constituencies to understand their problems. The population viewed
these deputies as supporters, seeking their help and assistance. Notably, the challenges
discussed in parliamentary debates mirrored the concerns of society. The socio-political

thought of the time was entirely people-oriented.

Chapter III. The New Balance of Forces: Movements Toward Independence

The third chapter examines the development of socio-political thought from the
beginning of the First World War to the declaration of Georgia’s independence. This period
can be considered a pivotal moment in the evolution of Georgian political thought and the

overall political landscape.

In 1914, the Committee for the Liberation of Georgia was established abroad to liberate
Georgia from Russian rule, achieve democratic transformation, and create a confederative
structure in the Caucasus. A crucial aspect of the Committee’s strategy involved establishing
relations with Germany, Russia’s main adversary in the war. While Georgian political parties
had spent years planning potential strategies within the Empire, the Committee focused on
the complete elimination of Russian rule and sought an external ally whose interests aligned

with the destruction of Russia.

In addition to diplomatic efforts, the Committee actively engaged in military operations.
Their plans included organizing and arming Georgian uprisings, and they worked energetically
toward this goal. Under the Committee’s leadership, a Georgian unit was formed in the
Ottoman Empire, which since 1915 directly participated on the front lines in the struggle for

Georgia’s independence.
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The Committee’s bold initiative for independence raised the political stakes so high that
the main issue dividing parties - the issue of autonomy - lost its significance. By 1917, even the

Social Democrats adopted autonomist positions.

The situation on the front made the prospect of Georgia’s independence a tangible
reality. After the collapse of the Russian Empire in 1917, power in Georgia was assumed by
the National Council, composed of representatives from various parties. The new political
agenda brought together previously conflicting parties and tested their ability to cooperate.
Despite ideological differences, no party prioritized ideology over realism during the Council’s

work. The central issue on the agenda was independence.

The National Democrats demanded the declaration of Georgian independence and
sought to prepare the necessary groundwork through Germany’s support and negotiations
with the Ottoman Empire. The Social Democrats, however, remained cautious and retained
hope for the success of the democratic revolution in Russia. When this hope dissolved, they
found themselves in a state of uncertainty and shifted their focus to the unity of the South
Caucasus. After the fragile union disintegrated, independence was declared based on the

National Democrats’ concept, with Social Democrats’ leadership in the government.

The political spectrum approached the establishment of the state with a high sense of
responsibility. Stenographic records of the National Council’s discussions on mobilization,
nationalization, agrarian reform, and other significant matters demonstrate that each political
actor recognized the importance of unity. For the most part, unity among politicians took
precedence over rigid party principles. This can be seen as a noteworthy development in
Georgian political thought, especially considering the country’s history of deep political

divisions and irreconcilable differences.
Chapter IV. The Path of the Democratic Republic of Georgia (1918-1921)

The fourth and final chapter of the dissertation examines the Democratic Republic of
Georgia as the most significant practical realization of Georgian socio-political thought. This

chapter clarifies how the first Georgian democracy built the state, the concepts and goals
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guiding its existence, and the role of the social aspirations that had shaped the Georgian

political agenda and developmental vectors from 1905 to 1918.

Until the elections of the Constituent Assembly, the Republic was governed by a
coalition government. Parties with differing ideological principles placed the country’s
interests above political viewpoints and achieved agreement in governance. Government
mandates were distributed not according to political affiliation but according to competence.

Some reforms were initiated under this coalition government.

The government of the Democratic Republic of Georgia stood between ideology and
practical reality. However, this position was never a dilemma; reality consistently took
precedence over ideological principles. In effect, the authorities adopted as a state-level
responsibility every challenge revealed by the 1905 revolution and used these as the
foundation for reform. As a result of these reforms, the population gained access to long-
awaited land, the freedom to use the native language, national education, equality, judicial
institutions, local self-government, and more. Despite these advances, the country existed
under a severe economic crisis and faced numerous critical challenges. Yet, policies shaped by

societal interests naturally positioned the people and the authorities as allies.

The foreign policy objectives of the Republic were guided by a clear principle: the search
for a strong ally to maintain independence. The government did not seek flawless friends;
rather, its approach was determined by the primary goal of ensuring free and sovereign

development. Active regional relations were also based on preserving sovereignty.

The democratic government represented the aspirations of society. The first Georgian
democracy clearly established a national state in which everyone’s rights were equally
protected. To ensure the continuity of democratic development, the government began
preparing a foundation that would make the people an inseparable pillar of the country’s life

and governance.
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Conclusion

The conclusion summarizes the goals, objectives, and questions set out in the

introduction, summarizing the overall findings of the dissertation.

At the turn of the 20th century, Georgian society faced a wide range of challenges. Social
inequality, economic difficulties, and restrictions on political and national rights created a solid
basis for widespread public protest. Amid growing social unrest, socio-economic issues took a
leading role. However, this unrest was not limited to a single social, political, or national
movement; rather, it was a complex process that combined the society’s aspirations for full
equality, justice, socio-political rights, and national freedom. The imperial government’s
disregard for public opinion strengthened a disconnect between the state and the people. In
the class struggle, peasants and workers found themselves on one side, and the authorities,
landlords, and bourgeoisie on the other. At the same time, the absence of justice strengthened
the desire for self-organization. Acute social segregation created favorable conditions for the

development of socialism, providing it with a natural base of support.

At the turn of the century, a pluralistic political environment gradually formed, with the
interests of the people firmly at the center of Georgian socio-political thought. Leftist forces,
especially the Social Democrats and Socialist-Federalists, dominated the political arena, while
the right-wing, represented by the National Democrats, was initially unable to consolidate as
a political party. Opposition among parties failed to emerge, as the conflict between left and
right was grounded in ideology and worldview, escalating into outright antagonism. The right-
wing vision, emphasizing the reconciliation of social classes and national unity, was
unacceptable to the Social Democrats, who enjoyed the greatest influence among opposition
parties. They perceived both external political occupiers and internal economic exploiters as
equal adversaries, aiming not at reconciliation but at deepening class struggle and securing the
victory of the working people. The Social Democrats’ policies resonated most strongly with

the thinking of the majority living under severe socio-economic conditions.

Disagreements among socialist groups were largely political and centered on the issue of
Georgian autonomy. In contemporary Georgian socio-political thought, autonomy held the

highest political status and also became an indicator of the national question. The
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intelligentsia, National Democrats, and Socialist-Federalists demanded Georgian autonomy in
the Russian Empire as a means of guaranteeing national rights, while the Social Democrats
supported broader self-governance, fearing that autonomy would reinforce the interests of
dominant classes. The Social Democrats’ anti-autonomist stance was also shaped by tactical
and political considerations: since 1903, they had been part of the Russian Social-Democratic
Labour Party, and they were cautious about distancing themselves tactically, while also
seeking to carve out a distinct niche from other Georgian political parties. In the ongoing

polemic, opposing sides accused each other of regression and anti-nationalism.

Menshevism in Georgia united a highly diverse society. Within the party, consensus was
initially absent, and its evolution over the following years was multifaceted. For Georgian
Marxists, union with the RSDLP became a tool for strengthening the party; the internationalist
solidarity initially enabled it to gain a foothold in the masses, though organizationally it
remained more closely tied to the Russian party than ideologically. Early on, a distinct
ideological line began to form within the party, developing a compromise between socialist

ideology and Georgian reality, giving rise to Georgian socialism.

The first rehearsal of self-organization and independence by the people and opposition
occurred in 1905. The revolutionary movement of that year spread widely across Georgia. The
shared aspirations addressed almost every aspect of life: land privatization, absolute social and
legal equality, democratic governance, protection of democratic values, fair economic and tax
policy, and the freedom of language and national identity. These demands were uniform across
Georgia, providing a natural basis for societal unity. Political parties effectively utilized these
circumstances, organizing protests and aligning social and political vectors. Several
revolutionary self-governments emerged in Georgia during the 1905 revolution, most notably
the so-called Republic of Guria, which operated entirely in accordance with the people’s

interests.

Georgian society had no prior experience with democratic governance, and these
democratic principles naturally emerged in this environment. The Gurian Republic
represented popular governance by peasants and workers. Marxism did not recognize the

peasantry as a revolutionary force, yet in Guria the practical distinction between peasants and
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the proletariat was minimal. This reality facilitated a compromise between idealism and
pragmatism for the Georgian Social Democrats. Social and political vectors converged
effectively in Guria, creating a greater likelihood of success. The new order was fully
democratic: the population organized life according to its interests; land was privatized;
communal property socialized; officials were elected; equality was established; taxes were
levied according to income and used for public purposes; and accessible national schools and
elective courts were established. This was the beginning of Georgian democracy, in which
public opinion found its clearest expression. The people organized their lives according to their
own interests, and Georgian democracy was not created by Russian autocracy but by the

natural consolidation and developmental trajectory of the Georgian nation.

The early leadership of Georgian political parties had been forged in the struggle against
authoritarianism; accordingly, the aims of society and politics followed a single trajectory,
strengthening the principles of democratic governance and laying the foundations of Georgian
democracy, entirely free from authoritarian traits. Georgian socio-political thought was clearly

centered on the interests of the people.

Starting in 1906, political life increasingly centered on the Imperial Russian State Duma,
attracting growing public attention. The Duma sessions elicited varied reactions among parties,
but Menshevik Social Democrats engaged enthusiastically in all four convocations,
consolidating their position and influence. Pre-election campaigns and Duma activity
demonstrated that the political agenda was determined not by any party but by the needs of
the people, and parties closest to the populace experienced the most progress. Georgian
politicians considered themselves representatives of the people, and this connection became a
decisive criterion in party competition. The socio-political thought of this period emerged

from the intersection of popular demands and socialism.

Parliamentary debates by Georgian deputies reflected the enduring challenges from the
1905 revolution, including national issues. From the beginning, while Georgian Social
Democrats identified themselves as representatives of Russia, Socialist-Federalists acted solely
in the name of Georgia; nonetheless, national problems featured prominently in the

parliamentary activity of both forces. A key difference was autonomy: Social Democrats
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opposed it until the last moment. Yet no political force operating under the ideal of serving
the people could ignore the national challenges. Within the Social Democrats existed a truly
internationalist segment, but the party ideologues recognized the importance of national
questions. Adaptively, the Georgian Mensheviks understood that broad self-governance could

not solve this issue and shifted toward the idea of cultural autonomy.

By the early 1910s, the right-wing camp strengthened, changing the political landscape.
The National Democratic forces abroad, who established the Committee for the Liberation of
Georgia in 1914, shifted from pursuing autonomy to actively striving for full independence.
As a result, debates over autonomy became largely irrelevant. Meanwhile, Georgian Marxists
consolidated their position in the political life of Georgia, gradually adopting an autonomist
stance themselves. By this time, two positions had crystallized in Georgian socio-political
thought: domestic actors advocating Georgian autonomy and overseas actors pursuing

Georgian independence.

The collapse of the Russian Empire during World War I made previously unimaginable
independence a tangible possibility. The National Democrats abroad, representing the
liberation committee, were the first to help domestic politicians shift from an autonomist to

an independence-oriented perspective.

Fear of independence persisted until critical moments, influenced by both the
geopolitical situation and centuries of detachment from self-governance, combined with
inexperience in statehood and the cautiousness typical of those long confined to a passive,

waiting stance.

In 1917, previously irreconcilable parties faced the necessity of cooperation. Russia’s
defeat and revolution opened the path to freedom for the Caucasus. Power in Georgia passed
into the hands of a multi-party National Council, tasked with ensuring Georgia’s secure
development. To achieve this, parties had to move from antagonistic pasts to effective
cooperation, which the embryonic democratic government managed successfully. The
Council’s work sometimes resembled a battlefield, yet the country’s needs took precedence

over party goals. While parties defended their ideological principles and engaged in debate,
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they recognized the paramount importance of unity. Even Social Democrats subordinated

ideological aims to practical reality when necessary.

Once the hope for a democratic transformation in Russia vanished, Social Democrats,
with caution and restraint, embraced the path of independence. They pursued Pan-Caucasian
unity as a way to address both external and internal threats, while the National Democrats
advocated for swift independence. Against the backdrop of threats from the Ottoman Empire,
Denikin-Bolshevik forces, and internal conflicts, the idea of regional unity was pragmatic;
however, in practice, the National Democrats’ approach proved to be the most realistic.
Georgia’s independence was declared on May 26, 1918, followed by a cooperation agreement

with the German Empire on May 28.

With independence, Georgian socio-political thought entered its most critical phase,
transitioning from theoretical-ideological deliberation to state-building. Social Democrats
held the majority in both the National Council and the coalition government. The history of
the Democratic Republic of Georgia thus became inseparable from the history of Georgian
socialism. Even those Social Democrats who had previously questioned autonomy became
stewards of the first Georgian democratic republic and its independence. The Republic’s
doctrine prioritized the assurance of free development. Both the government and opposition
recognized that sustaining independence and free development required a strong ally,
achieving unprecedented unity. Whenever the country's existence, preservation, and
international representation were at risk, cooperation went beyond party lines. This
characteristic reflected both the political culture and sense of responsibility of the period’s

Georgian political thought.

In international relations, Georgia sought pragmatic, not idealized, partners. Concessions
were accepted where necessary, yet the primary goal remained securing free development.
The government pursued neutrality formally while aiming to obtain military support or a
strong guarantor, with ultimate diplomatic objectives directed toward joining the League of
Nations. While foreign partners or guarantors were sometimes unpopular, all antipathy was

subordinated to the supreme value of independence.

52



Georgian political thought in regional politics relied entirely on a combination of
domestic and neighboring state interests, with domestic needs taking precedence. Pragmatism
dictated engagement with neighbors, not ideology or sentiment, and even under severe
internal economic challenges, resources could always be found to address shared regional

problems.

In 1919, Georgia held its first democratic and free elections. The Social Democrats,
winning an absolute majority, faced the challenging task of ensuring democratic development

and protecting the interests of all societal strata while remaining true to socialist principles.

Class struggle in Georgia concluded peacefully due to three factors: 1) the democratic
development foundations created by the homogeneous aspirations of the people; 2) the strong
desire for change; and 3) the composition of the political spectrum entirely with pro-people
forces. Class issues were resolved without violence. Though Social Democrats had entered
politics with the goal of class struggle, in power, they did not become a government of workers
or peasants, nor was any social stratum excluded. In effect, they realized Ilia Chavchavadze’s
vision by elevating democratic governance and full equality as fundamental principles. Full

equality, in particular, became a defining symbol of the First Republic.

The first Republic inherited an exceptionally difficult legacy, and responses to specific
problems were often chaotic rather than systematic. The opposition monitored government
activity, but their main goal was not to replace authorities, rather to pursue policies they
deemed beneficial for the country. This dynamic strengthened the Constituent Assembly and
fostered constructive cooperation. Overall, the political elite were close to the people,
understanding their problems, as politicians themselves emerged from these conditions. Social
Democrats were pragmatic rather than idealistic, balancing socialism and crisis realities,
subordinating ideology to practical necessity. Agrarian reform served as an intermediary

solution between peasant aspirations and laying the foundations of socialism.

The concept of societal and political reconstruction was based on the principle of a
democratic state, emphasizing the people’s role as the embodiment of governance, directly
participating in its management through self-government reforms. Ensuring the continuous

development of a state-conscious and free society prioritized education, creating accessible
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national schooling, facilitating study abroad, and integrating new knowledge and experience
into Georgia. The political elite built a profoundly national state, securing equality while
establishing a consolidated foundation for governance. The evolution, principles, and
outcomes of Georgian socio-political thought were ultimately codified in the 1921
Constitution. Despite many challenges, the First Republic demonstrated that unity could
overcome acute problems. In the first quarter of the 20th century, the foundations of national
socio-political development were laid, creating Georgian pluralism, the basis for equal
democratic development, and Georgia’s first Republic - a unique, profound, and thought-

provoking achievement in the country’s history.

Sources and Literature

This dissertation is based on the study of more than 440 sources and scholarly works,
nearly three-quarters of which are primary materials. The final 23 pages of the dissertation are
devoted to a comprehensive bibliography, prepared in full accordance with the standards and

requirements of Batumi Shota Rustaveli State University.
The materials used in the dissertation are organized by chapter as follows:

1. Chapter One, which examines the origins of Georgian political parties, relies primarily
on scholarly literature and periodical press. The history of Georgian political parties
has been thoroughly studied, so alongside party newspapers and memoirs, this chapter
draws upon the fundamental works of Dimitri Shvelidze, Vakhtang Guruli, Merab
Vachnadze, Stephen Jones, Otar Janelidze, Shota Vadachkoria, and others.
Additionally, the chapter incorporates manuscripts preserved at the Bodleian Library
of Oxford University.

2. Chapter Two, which explores the Revolution of 1905 and its aftermath, is mainly based
on factual materials from periodicals, archival documents, and memoir literature. The
most significant newspapers and journals include Iveria, Tsnobis Purtseli (The News
Sheet), Mogzauri (The Traveler), Amirani, and several party publications. These

periodicals are particularly valuable for the richness of their information, offering

54



diverse, in-depth, and often fascinating data. In terms of archival sources, this chapter
relies heavily on important documents from the Central Historical Archive,
specifically: the Office of the Tiflis Governor (Fund No. 17), the Security Departments
of the Caucasus and Tiflis (known as the “Okhrana,” Funds No. 94 and 95), and the
Gendarmerie Department of the Tiflis Province (Fund No. 153). These contain official
records reflecting public opinion and the general or specific political atmosphere of the
time.

Archival documents and press materials complement and reinforce one another. To
examine the activities of Georgian deputies in the Russian State Duma, we have used
the Duma’s stenographic reports, which were published immediately after each session
and serve as primary sources on the subject.

3. Chapters Three and Four focus on the activities of the National Council of Georgia, the
declaration of independence, the first elections, and the intellectual life of the
Democratic Republic. These sections are based mainly on archival documents
preserved in the Historical Archive, particularly in the collections of the National
Council (Fund No. 1836), the Electoral Commission (Fund No. 1834), the Chancellery
of the Democratic Republic of Georgia (Fund No. 1861), and the Ministries of Internal
Affairs (No. 1863), Foreign Affairs (No. 1864), Agriculture (No. 1915), Education (No.
1935), and Defense (No. 1969), among others. Some of the details and data revealed
here are being introduced into academic circulation for the first time. In addition,
periodical publications were thoroughly reviewed to collect relevant and valuable

information on the topic.

The period from 1918 to 1921 has long attracted the attention of both Georgian and
foreign scholars, resulting in a rich body of literature. Many works address issues central to
this dissertation, including those by Dimitri Shvelidze, Shota Vadachkoria, Irakli Iremadze,
Beka Kobakhidze, Giorgi Mamulia, Giorgi Astamadze, Malkhaz Matsaberidze, Dimitri
Silakadze, Otar Janelidze, Stephen Jones, Sergo Vardosanidze, Nodar Chkhaidze, and others.

Their books, dissertations, and research articles have been widely used in the present work.
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Finally, memoir literature also plays a significant role in enriching the dissertation’s
source base. Particularly noteworthy are the recollections of Grigol Uratadze, Tengiz
Zhghenti, Noe Zhordania, Giorgi Laskhishvili, Revaz Gabashvili, and others, whose memoirs

provide valuable context and complement the rest of the sources.

Long-Term Prospects for the Development of the Research

The study of specific historical issues acquires societal significance in addition to its
theoretical and scientific value when it addresses historical processes that shaped the fate of a
nation and state, whose understanding and analysis transcend purely theoretical frameworks.
In the second half of the 19th century, within the context of imperial domination, socio-
political vectors emerged in Georgia, the evolution of which ultimately led to the creation of
the country’s first democratic republic. Researching the socio-political thought, aspirations,
and values that laid the foundation for democratic governance in the nation’s history and
guided its existence amid a complex geopolitical context remains highly relevant today. Such
research requires societal reflection as a historical lesson and a source of experience to consider

for the future.

As previously noted, this dissertation represents the first scholarly study of Georgian
socio-political thought from 1905 to 1921. It is expected to stimulate both scientific and public
interest in this field, especially given that events in Georgia after 1921, up to contemporary
history, have formed another important and historically significant area for research. This area
holds both theoretical and practical importance. The research presented in this dissertation
lays the groundwork for future studies of the development of Georgian socio-political thought
during the Soviet period and the post-independence era, tracing the process in its dynamic
evolution, including its causes, consequences, and characteristics, thereby offering an analysis

of historical experience.

On the basis of these considerations, it is anticipated that the research will have long-

term potential for further development.
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In the framework of the doctoral dissertation, the results of the research are reflected in the
following scholarly articles published by the doctoral candidate in Georgian and international
academic journals during the years 2023-2025 (the databases indexing each respective journal

are indicated in parentheses):

1. Batsikadze, G. (2025). Party polarization and the paradox of cooperation: Political
coexistence in Georgia in 1917-1919 (in Georgian). History, Archaeology, Ethnology,
(13), 148-162. (ERIH PLUS);

2. Batsikadze, G. (2025). The Shift in Georgian Socio-Political Thought After the Rule of
Viceroy Vorontsov. Museum and Globalization, 25-36.

https://doi.org/10.52340/gmg2023.01.005 (Google Scholar);

3. Batsikadze, G. (2025). The general character of Georgian social democracy and its first
steps in Batumi (in Georgian). The Black Sea Region at the Crossroads of Civilizations,

2(2), 99-111. https://doi.org/10.61671/bsrcc.v2i2.8665 (ERIH PLUS);

4. Batsikadze, G. (2024). Eastern policy of the Democratic Republic of Georgia: Relations
with the North Caucasus (1918-1921). Herald of Oriental Studies, 7(2), 238-256.

https://doi.org/10.61671/hos.7.2024.8276 (ERIH PLUS);
5. Batsikadze, G. (2024). Public opinion and the nature of anti-Russian movements in
Georgia in the first third of the 19th century. Balkanistic Forum (baixarumcruieH

Popym), 33(1), 50-57. https://doi.org/10.37708/bf.swu.v33il.4 (SCOPUS, WEB OF

SCIENCE, ERIH PLUS);
6. Batsikadze, G. (2023). The Democratic Republic of Georgia and neutrality (in
Georgian). In Museum and Globalization: Proceedings of the Znd International

Conference (pp. 34—40). https://doi.org/10.52340/gmg2023.01.04 (Google Scholar).
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